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A fter a global apocalypse, Japan 

passed into the hands of tyrannical 
kings. At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s 
twins, the blind prophet Nagi predicted, 
“This is a child of destiny, one who will 
grow to lead the people and be the light 
in the sky of our nation’s future.” But 
Tatara, the “Boy of Destiny,” was killed 
by the Red King, one of the four sons of 
King Ukon XV Tatara’s twin sister, Sarasa, 
took up his name and his mission, vow¬ 
ing to lead Japan to freedom and peace. 

During her travels, Sarasa fell in 
love with a young man named Shuri, 
not knowing that he was the Red King. 
On the battlefield, the two finally 
learned one another’s identities. After 
intense grief and soul-searching, both 
returned to their positions—rebel and 
king—convinced that they were destined 
to be enemies. 

Now the war for Japan is begin¬ 
ning. Sarasa’s army, assembled from her 
allies across Japan, has gathered near 
Kyoto, the capital of King Ukon’s empire. 
Shuri has seized power from his father 
and is leading the king’s forces from 
Kyoto. The two armies are about to clash. 

Meanwhile, the journalist Taro has 
been investigating Project Pomegranate, 
a plot orchestrated by the minister 
Hagiwara. Going undercover as a laborer, 
he has learned that Hagiwara plans to 
destroy both armies, burn Kyoto to the 
ground, and establish a new capital with 
himself as king. Taro has the facts.. .but 
can he publish them in time to prevent 
disaster? 




Hagiwara 

One of the four councilors of King Ukon, Hagiwara is a 
powerful and ambitious nobleman. He leads a group of 
nobles who are plotting to overthrow the royal family. 
They’re secretly building a new capital of Japan, where 
Hagiwara plans to install himself as king. 



Asagi 

His pale skin and refined demeanor belie his ruthlessness 
and deadly skills. Asagi is the Blue King, son of King Ukon 
and brother of Shuri, but for most of his life he posed as a 
bodyguard to the false Blue King. He is allied with Sarasa, 
but he helps the rebels only out of personal curiosity and to 
further his own goals. 



Hayato 

Hayato first met Sarasa while both of them were posing as 
Tatara. He joined Sarasa’s forces and now sometimes imper¬ 
sonates Tatara to draw attention away from the “real” Tatara. 
He is a descendent of the great Suzaku leader Rasho. 



Nagi 

Extremely wise, Nagi is the blind prophet who declared Sarasa 
the “Child of Destiny.” Also a priest, doctor and teacher, Nagi 
educated the young Sarasa and continues to aid and advise her. 



Chacha 

A strong leader and fighter, she was once a pirate chief but is 
now one of Tatara’s generals. Captain of the rebel flagship, she 
has mustered Tatara’s forces in Sakurajima. 








Sarasa 

When Sarasa and her twin brother Tatara 
were born, a prophecy was made: “This is 
a child of destiny...” The people of Byakko 
Village assumed Tatara was the “Boy of 
Destiny,” and Sarasa grew up in his shad¬ 
ow. When the Red King’s forces killed 
Tatara, Sarasa took up her brother’s name 
and fought in his guise, not realizing that 
she was the real Child of Destiny. Sarasa 
was horrified by the discovery that her 
lover, Shuri, was also her most hated 
enemy, the Red King. 




The Red King 

Once in charge of Midwestern Honshu, 
Shikoku, and Kyushu, he is the youngest of 
King Ukon’s four sons. Only a privileged 
few call him by his name, Shuri. After being 
ousted from his throne, he rebuilt his 
power. He is now preparing to succeed his 
father as King of Japan. Destroying the rebel 
leader Tatara was one of his obsessions, and 
the discovery that Tatara was really Sarasa 
devastated him. 



Ageha 

Capable of staying the hand of a king and arranging for 1,000 
head of cattle on short notice, this mysterious desert nomad 
seems to be extremely informed and influential. Ageha lost his 
left eye when the Red King blinded it as payment for rescuing 
the 12-year-old Sarasa. Now he is Sarasa’s slightly mercenary 
ally. Ageha uses his owl companion, Kagero, to carry messages 
to his contacts. 



Taro 

A scribe from Kyoto, he is one of Ageha’s many contacts 
across Japan. He is writing a chronicle of the current war and 
believes that the age of tyrant kings is ending. Although he 
claims to be an impartial journalist and scholar, Sarasa has 
attracted his interest. 
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DOl\IT CATCH a COLD! 


The theme for thi 


Hello! Thanks for all your 
support! The story is getting 
pretty close to the finale. 
Please keep reading all the u>ay 
to the end! ’*1 
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BROUGHT TO 
JUSTICE BY 
THE YARO- 


...AGAINST 
KING UKON 
AND OUR 
GREAT 
NATION! 
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...IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
HER BATTLE 
WITH THE 
RED KINO! 




.FRONTAL 
j ATTACK! 


HOW AM I 
50 S\JPB? 
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STOP 
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RED 
. PRINCE 
:■ AND 
TATAPA 
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K TIME. 
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WHY DO YOU THINK I 
LURED YOU OUT HERE; 


VERTICAL 
TAM-TAM TIME® 


Shinbashi, meanwhile. 


V 'THAT 
SOUND... 
RUNNING 
WATER.. 


IT 

CANT 

BE. 


heading to Kyoto 
with daddy. 


WE'RE ON. 
A PILE OF 
'“ANCIENT- 
BUILDINGS. 


THERE 
ARE MANY 
HOLLOWS 
UNDER¬ 
NEATH. 
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IT’S A 
SUREFIRE 
WAY TO KILL 
THE RED 
PRINCE. 




1 SHOULD 
BE 

| ENOUGH 
OIL. 


GIRL, A 
VIRTUE? 









OR 

KICHO. 


HIS 

GAZE IS 
FIERCE C 
\ TODAY. 


DOESN'T 
HAVE A 
SELFISH 
BONE IN 
HIS BODY. 


HE’S NEVER 
WANTEDA 
SINGLE THING 
FOR HIMSELF. 




























THIS IS THE 
ENTIRETY... 








...I JUST 
RAISE /v\y 
LEFT HAND 
A LITTLE. 







MY MORTAL 
BODY 


MAY NOW CRUMBLE 
INTO DUST 


ON KYOTO'S GREEN 
FIELDS 


BUT FOREVER SHALL REMAIN 













INTER' 

ESTING. 


THE POEM 
COM¬ 
POSED 
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DEATHBED' 
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OTHER- ; 
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SHINSAKU I 
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RESTO- L 
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P* RED 
PRINCE! 


TINY TAM-TAM TIME 


It's about the childhood of 
Tatara and Sarasa, and other 
stories. (There uuas another 
CD like that before, but this 
one's different.} There's a 
fun bonus segment, too. J? " 


They made a CD 
recording of the BASflRA 
radio drama. Have you 
heard yet? 
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I NEVER 
KNEW SUCH 
HUGE 

CREATURES 
EXISTED ON 
LAND. 


NOW 
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CALLING 

IT 

"MISTER." 


ARE tHEV RELATED 
TO WHALES'? . 


RIGHT 

UP 
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ALLEY! 












TO END 


BATTLE 

QUICKLY 


.WE SHOULD 
TAKE THE 
ENEMY'S 
HEAD. 


SET HIM, 
TATARA! 
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BACK 
THE RED 
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SPIRIT! 
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:| FROM 
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DO YOU WANT 
ME TO JOIN 
THE FRAY? 


NAKIJIN, 
DON'T 
MOV E. 
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...WITHOUT 
/AVERTING MY 
GAZE. 





/ //...SHE'S 
1/('ATTUNED 
1 ; TO HIM. 


YOUR | 
HEART 
AND 
SOUL! 


[HOW 
rCAN I | 
TELL?. 


...SHE'S 
REACHING 
OUT TO 
SHURI. 


HOW DO I 
KNOW 
THIS? 


SHURI. 


THE DEMONS I 
SAW INSIDE YOU 
IN OKINAWA... 


YOU 

SAID 

KINGS 

AREN’T 

NEED¬ 

ED. 


WITH EVERY 
FIBER OF 
HER BEING... 


I WANT 
TO KNOW 
YOU! 


...WHAT 7 
ARE YOU 
THINKING? 


SO WHY^A 
ARE YOU > 
FIGHTING?^ 









THIS IS 
AS 

GOOD A 
TIME AS 
ANY. 


TATARA AND THE 
RED PRINCE ARE 
MOVING TO THE 
CENTER. 


THERE 
A TRAP 
UNDER 
HERE? 7 


I HAVE 
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PRETTY TOUGH. 
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EITHER 
WORK 
TOO 
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OR TOO 
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ALWAYS 

SETA 

FEVER. 

AND VOU-RE A 
PICKV EATER. 
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There's going to be a BASflRA artbc 
I -feel a little self-conscious, but 
take a look if you see it! 


LAKE BIWA 


SASAYAMA 
RUINS £ 


■.MT. HORAI 


KYOTO 


AKO 


DEFENSIVE 
/ WALL 


SUO CITY 


HE DIED 
BEFORE 
HIS TIME, 
BEFORE HE 
COULD 
TRULY USE 
HIS 

TALENTS, 


TARO IS 
DEAD. 
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JOURNEY 
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'when! 
WILLITt 
; END ?5 


I DON'T 
WANT 

you TO 








WHAT ARE 

you 

TALKING 

ABOUT, 

TATARAr 3 


^ALWAYS 
■. USED x 
TO—i 

h feel... 


...AND 

SMELL^ 

DEATH 

CLOSE 

BY. 


NOW 

THAT’S 

FADING 

AWAY. 


I WAS TOLD 
ONCE THAT I 
WOULDN'T LIVE 
PAST 20. 










WHEN WE 
REBUILD 
JAPAN... 


...WHAT DO 
VOU WANT 
TO DO 
WITH y OUR 


IVE NEVER 
THOUGHT... 


..THAT FAR 
INTO THE 
FUTURE. 









i much | 

POWER? 














MUSTVE 
BEEN IN A 
LOT OF 


I'M TIRED! 








' WE CAN'T 
l SIDE WITH 
EITHER. 






















HAS A 
BATTLE 
TO 

FIGHT. 


TALK TO 


YOU 


ABOUT 


EVERY' 










.AND TO 
STAY 
ALIVE. 


WE FIGHT 
FOR 
HAPPI¬ 
NESS... 


[ ...HA5 

k AN j 

( 1 1NNER T 

j|BATTLE.\ 


FIC5HT 

TO 

PURSUE 

OUR 

DREAMS. 







































WHAT 
DO WE 
DO 
NOW? 


THIS 

CAVE- 

IN... 


THEY'VE 

TAKEN 

OUR 

BACKS! 


OUR 
HEAVY 
ARMOR 
IS IN 
SHAM¬ 
BLES! 


IF WE SUFFER 
TOO MANY 
CASUALTIES, 
WE’LL BE 
HELPLESS 
AGAINST 
TATARA! j 


' WE OUT¬ 
NUMBER 
THEM, BUT 
THE TIDE IS 
AGAINST US! 



















HI THIS 15 
gpj WHAT 
^0 IT'S BE- 
COME. 


CORRUPT 

Typ^ANNy... 


THAT 

DEVOURS 

THE NATION'S 
RESOURCES! 


MOCKERy.' 





































WANT 

HER... 


TO LIVE 
SOME¬ 
WHERE 

REMOVED 


...FROM THE \ 
MADDING \ 
WORLD. 
SOME¬ 
WHERE 
PEACEFUL , 
AND OUIET. I 


IN THAT 
CASE... 


...YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
HER ONE BIT. 


...WITH NOT 
EVEN A 
BREEDS TO 
DISTURB 
HER... 


Jf PRETTY 
? PLACE 
7 WHERE 
TIME 
STANDS 
\ STILL.../ 


TO LIVE 
THERE 
LIKE A 
DOLL? 


WILL 

THAT 

MAKE 

HER 

TRULY 

HAPPY? 























you 

TAUGHT 
ME WELL. 
I REMEM¬ 
BER... 


...THE DAYS 
SHI DO AND I 
WENT TO 
STUDY THE 
SWORD 
UNDER YOU. 








you 

CANNOT 

EXIST... 


...IN THE 
NEW 
WORLD. 



















HIIRAGI- 

SENSEI. 


I CANNOT LET 
you SURVIVE 
THIS WAR. 




TATARA'S 

SAKE! 











If you have a computer, take 
look! I post messages ther 
sometimes. 

Here's the address. \ 


BETSU-COMI, the 

magazine that 

publishes BASARA, 

has a homepage! I 
Did you know'? 


betsucomi. shogakukan. co.jp 
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IN LEARNING 
MOVEMENT, 
15 KEY TO 
PERFORM 
ACCURATELY 
AND BOLDLY. 


YOU WILL 
GROW 
FASTER AND 
MORE 
GRACEFUL 
WITH 

PRACTICE. 


— 1 - 7 

7 
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“7 

THIS / WE 
ISNT A COULD 
BSTFIGHt) sypT 

| PRISE 

\ #ji HIM - 

...AND \ (Mf IVv 

TRY A ML 

PINCER 

ATTACK. 1 A / 

i just 

WANNA 
TAKE A 
swing 

AT HIM. 

WE’RE ] 
FAR 
FROM 
READY. / 

=r HOW 

/ COULD 

\ WE BEAT 
A SENSEI 7 
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)jp^ 


-I> 
















































WE MAY 
HAVE TO 
BE 

WILLING 

TO 

LOSE... 


THAT 
DIDN'T 
WORK AT 
ALL! 


NOT A 
SHOCKER. 


WE'LL N 
TRY 
AGAIN 
WHEN 
WE'RE $ 
OLDER. L 


LIMB\ 
OR ' 
TWO. 



MOVE 
1 TO 
THE 
fWEST? 


IN 

BYAKKO 

VILLAGE 


DAD’S 
TRYING 
TO GET 
RID OF 
ME! 


...THERESA 1 
"SAVIOR" CALLED 
TATARA. HE MIGHT 
BE TROUBLE 
LATER. 




























AND 

THEN 

AN 

AR- 

SOW... 


\| JUST 
AS LORD 
SHIDO 
WAS 

ABOUT TO | 
FINISH 
r> HIM... 


WHAT 
DID you 
WANT 
TO TELL 
ME? 


WHY? 


WHY? 


% 



















THE 

COUNTRY 
DOESN'T 
EXIST 
FOR ME. 


BUT 

WE WERE 
WRONG ON 
ONE POINT, 
SHIDO. 


COUNTRY 

GREEN... 




...AND 

FULL 

OF 

LIFE. 


THAT'S 
WHERE WE 
WERE 
WRONG. 


WE USED TO 
TALK ABOUT 
THE CITY 
WE’D BUILD. 
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you 

ARE 

THE 

KINO 

OF 

KINGS' 
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IT DIDN'T 
TASTE 


IT WAS 
EXACTLY THE 
SAME AS ALL 
THE OTHER 
APPLES I’D 
EATEN. 





...WITHOUT 

UNDERSTANDING 

WHY. 


I HATED 
THE BOY... 


FOR THE REST 
OF MY LIFE... 


I'LL NEVER BE 
ABLE TO 
TASTE IT FOR 
MYSELF. 


..I'D NEVER 
KNOW MY 
HEART'S 
DESIRE- 




WHY MUST I 
BE 

DEPRIVED? 
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Hello again! 

Thanks for reading all the u>ay 
to the end! 

There's a u;eird bonus 
story in this volume. 

I hope you like it. 


BASARA is enJing soon. You can chock it 
the magazine BETSU-COMl. 1 ah 

DELUXE COMICS someti 


The BASARA Project is 
going forward. They made a 
CD, and we'll hear more 
news on the anime soon. 
They're talking about 
producing a novel and a 
video game, too. Oh, and 
you can listen to "BASARA 
Night" on the radio! 


Don't catch a cold! The flu is scary. 





A certain scene in this volume 
may have shocked you. 

Please write and tell me what 
, you thought. 


writing this at the 
end of the year. In fact, 
today is Christmas Eve! 

I need the holidays to 
wind down. My motto for j 
next year (1998) is, "live 
decent life." 

Take care | 
and good 
luck, 
everyone! 


I enjoy "Eft" anti “Millennium.” I'm looking 
■forward to the video game Chocobo's Dungeon 
and getting a PostPet (virtual pet and e-mail 
software.)! 



Here's the address to send fan mail! | 

^ _ L- See p 3 , 138! _ 


Address: VIZ. Media, LLC P.0. Boy 77010 San Francisco, CA 94107 


Tam-Tam Time: END. 





